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SURVEY REPORT 
 

 
 
Narrow Boat. “Livin Thing” Report Reference:  RT-H250411 

11th April 2025 
 
Craft Data 
 
Craft Type:  Narrow Boat, Traditional Stern 

Hull:   Steel 

Build date:  1988 

HIN:                            None sighted 

CRT.No:  75459 

Design:  Category ‘D’   

Built By:  R & D Fabrications 

 

Specifications:  LOA: 47’.  Beam: 6’ 10”. Draught: 2' 3" 
 
The above particulars, although believed to be correct, have not been verified and 
their accuracy cannot therefore be guaranteed. 
 
Engine: Perkins, 4-cylinder, diesel, water cooled with gearbox and shaft 
                       drive.  
 
 
Conditions of Survey 

 The client was present during part of survey. 
 The weather was warm and bright at the time of the survey. 
 The craft was docked prior to the survey. 
 It is assumed that the client is familiar with the crafts layout and accommodation. 
 No documentation or compliance with any regulations has been checked as part of 
      this survey. 
 
This Insurance / structural survey was carried out in the dry dock at “Furness Vale 
Marina” on the 11th April 2025 on instruction by my client: 
 

 
This survey has been carried out on the express understanding that we are legally liable 
to the above client only and not to any subsequent holders of this report. 
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PREPARATION FOR SURVEY: 
 
No parts of the craft were dismantled and no bolts were drawn for inspection. No 
attempt was made to open up or prove machinery or systems.  
 
INACCESSIBLE AREAS: 
 
I have not inspected the moldings, woodwork or other parts of the structure which 
were covered, unexposed or inaccessible and I am therefore unable to report that any 
such part of the structure was free from defect.  
 
SCOPE OF SURVEY:  
 
To inspect just the main structure of the hull of the vessel for the purpose of 
insurance, excluding the engine and all other areas and items, unless specifically 
mentioned and this report does not confirm whether or not the boat complies with the 
European Recreational Craft Directive (RCD) or the Boat Safety Scheme (BSS) 
unless specifically stated.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
The recommendations are intended to be only a guide to rectification work, more 
detailed information can be supplied if required. 
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Hull Structure 
 
The hull is constructed of mild steel plates.  
The plates’ thickness was originally approximately: 
Bottom over plate 10mm.  
Side plates        6mm. 
Cabin roof        4mm     
Cabin sides                 4mm 
Uxter plate                  10mm  
 
This type of narrow boat is built up from flat bottom plates; the sides being butt welded 
onto the base and raked in aft under the swim plate to enhance propulsion and steering.  
There is also a slight upward curve to the base plate. 
In the areas that could be viewed, no signs of stress-cracking or serious damage were 
noted on any of the welds. 
The structure was thickness tested using a "Cygnus Six Plus" ultrasonic gauge with a 
sc2 multi echo probe; at 1meter intervals, along the wind and waterline, along the lower 
edge of the side plates just above the base and along the base plates. 
The reading taken on the bottom plates ranged between 8.2mm and 10.8mm at the 
highest.  The reading recorded on the side plates ranged between 5.8mm and 6.3mm. 
The lowest reading recorded on the horizontal uxter plate was 10.3mm. 
Pit depths identified on the bottom plates at the areas cleaned to obtain readings were 
up to 2mm. 
Pitting was evident on the side plates with pit depths noted on the side plates were up 
to 4mm, the pitting was fairly extensive, however the deeper was confined to a central 
plate either side.  
With the external hull surface showing no obvious evidence of undue flexing, it would 
appear that the hull design structure has provided correct and adequate support for the 
hull shell. 
Light hammer sounding resonated no structural defects. 
 
The sacrificial wear edge at the base plate is showing wear but remains satisfactory 
with approximately 6mm – 11mm remaining. 
 
Note:  The thickness measurements taken are referring strictly to the point of the 
probe contact with the hull and there is no warranty that the surrounding plating 
shares the same readings but, in my opinion, represent an accurate representation of 
the hull. There is also no warranty that deeper pitting is noy concealed by coatings or 
corrosion.  
 
Recommendations 
 
Clean off the hull sides and spot weld all pits at 2mm in depth or deeper. 
Ensure the hull remains well coated to help prevent further pitting.  
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Hull Bottom and Sides 
 
The hull sides are painted in a bitumen type paint which has been jet washed removing 
any loose coating. Areas of minor bright silver galvanic corrosion are evident.  
The hull surface shows no evidence of any structural damage, no serious buckling or 
rippling with only minor distortions noted. Minor impact damage sighted at the bow 
but of a cosmetic nature. 
There is a continuous rubbing strake around the hull, approximately 10” below the 
gunwale below the waterline plus an additional short two around the bow and the stern. 
The strakes were secure but not seam welded on the underside.  
The craft is fit with ten sacrificial anodes (six recent) wearing normally and have 
approximately 70% life remaining.    
The skin fittings were all at 10” or above the visible water line as per original 
construction.  
The exhaust outlet is at 9” above the waterline. 
 
Note: Several through hull fittings are plastic, not best practise on a steel boat.  
 

 Corrosion is evident below the strakes. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Prepare and coat the hull after the fabrication work. 
It would be prudent to fit additional anodes forward.  
It would be best practice to replace the through hull plastic skin fittings for metallic 
ones. 
 
                                                
Cabin Exterior and Side decks 
 

The cabin sides and roof were found to be in good condition with no undue distortions 
or rippling. The paint work is in the process of being repainted. The windows are glass 
in alloy frames, three windows starboard side and five port side. 
The port lights are glass in brass frames a single port light either side, all appear to be 
in good order.  
There is a steel hatch starboard side. 
The grab rails on the roof are box section steel extensions of the cabin sides extend the 
full length of the structure. 
There are four mushroom vents along the roof along with a central mooring eye and a 
stack for the stove.  
There is also a flue for the water heater and a rack for the plank and poles.   
 
Note: Anti-slip coating on the side deck appears effective. 
          
Recommendations 
 
Paint the cabin exterior as required. 
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Stern and Cockpit areas 
 
The stern deck is steel with a hinged steel hatch which provides access to the weed 
hatch. The rear hatch is supported on a steel channel which diverts deck water 
overboard. 
There are two robust mooring bollards on the aft coaming along with two pedestal seats. 
The fuel tank filler is located on the aft coaming along with the fuel tank vent. 
The timber lined steel doorway to the interior is in good condition, the top-sliding hatch 
is steel. The hatch is secured with a hasp.   
Gear and throttle control, which is a single lever type, is mounted inside the hatch, port 
side along with the engine control.  
The weed hatch is held in place by a clamp bar and T bolt (within the prescribed height 
to today’s standards).  
 

 Debris blocking the rear deck drain channel.  
 
The cockpit is drained by small sized scuppers.   
The bow forms a locker which houses the LPG cylinder, fit with a steel lid and correctly 
vented overboard at the base. Corrosion and minor scale in the cylinder locker.  
The forward hatches are steel, secured with internal slide bolts and a hasp.  
A mooring cleat is secured to the bow. 
 
Recommendations 
  
Clear the rear deck drain channel. 
Prepare and paint the LPG cylinder locker.  
 
 
Drive Shaft and Coupling 
 
The drive coupling, which is a rubber damper type is secure and in good order. 
The shaft and stern gland also appear in good order, traditional packed type and fit with 
a remote greaser.   
The gland held grease pressure. 
  
Recommendations 
 
Check the gland immediately upon launching.  
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Steering System 
 
The craft is equipped with a typical steering system; the bottom of the rudder is 
supported on a short bracket extending from the bottom plate. 
The swan neck extended from the stock, with a detachable tiller. 
The system was tested and it was found to be serviceable with no excess wear noted in 
in the top bush with approximately 5mm wear the lower rudder cup support.  
 
Recommendations 
 
None.  
 
 
Fuel System 
 
The craft has a mild-steel fuel tank formed aft, filled from a filler located on the aft 
coaming along with the tank vent with a flame arrester. Fuel is conveyed from the tank 
to the engine through copper piping and fire-resistant flexible hose, via a canister type 
filter on the engine and an inline filter. 
 
The shut-off tap is located at the tank outlet port side.  
 
Recommendations 
 
None. 
 
 
Engine 
 
Engine:                      Perkins, 4-cylinder, diesel, water-cooled with  
                                  Gearbox and drive shaft.  
                                  
The engine is cooled by means of a single skin tank.  
The engine is installed on steel bearers and solid mounts. 
The engine appeared in fair condition, there was no evidence of any serious rust or 
corrosion. 
The exhaust was in good order and well lagged. 
 
Note:  The engine was not inspected as part of this survey.  
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Stern gear and rudder 
 
The mild steel blade rudder is a balanced type and was found to be in good order with 
no undue distortion noted. 
The left hand three-bladed bronze propeller, 17”, is in fair condition with only minor 
chipping on the blade tips, true to the eye when rotated by hand, the propeller nut is 
secure and locked with a split pin. 
The stainless-steel shaft, 1-1/2”, was also found to be in good order where visible. 
The outer bush / stern tube remains serviceable with no excess wear noted.  
 

 
 
Recommendations 
 
None. 
 
 
Equipment 
 
The following safety equipment was sighted onboard: 
 

 Fire blanket (no approval marks). 

 Smoke alarm. 

 3 x Handheld fire extinguishers, dry powder 2kg 13A-89B.  

 Life ring 

 Lock keys 

 Ground spikes. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Acquire a Carbon monoxide alarm. 
Acquire fire blanket with approval marks. 
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Summary 
 
The craft has been built to a reasonable standard. The design and layout are fairly 
typical of a narrow boat and the fit-out is in the process of being refurbished. Found to 
be in general good condition but with a list of recommendations that require 
implementing. 
 
The craft is said to be in receipt of a current boat safety scheme certificate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Normal limitations of survey: 
 
Hull - No skin fittings or bolts have been drawn and we have not inspected woodwork or 

other parts of the structure, which are covered, unexposed or otherwise inaccessible. 
No protective coatings were removed at the time of survey.  We are therefore unable 
to report that any such part of the structure is free from defect. 
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www.boatsafetyscheme.org

BSS Examination Report: BSSER-463070/23 
Information from the checks by the above Examiner concerning the boat and systems detailed below

  563Signed: __________________________ PIN:  29/06/2023Examined on:

Boat Details:

 Livin' thing Name:

 Canal & River TrustNav. Authority:

 PrivateCategory of checks:

 75459Reg./Index/Mark:

The Examiner noted the following fuels or items on board this boat:

 YesDiesel fuel and/or system: YesSolid fuel appliance and/or solid fuel fired steam engine: 

 NoPetrol fuel and/or system:  NoParaffin, kerosene, or other fuel and/or system:

 NoPortable Generator:  NoPortable LPG canister(s) and/or appliance(s):

 YesElectrical DC power: YesInstalled LPG system:

 YesElectrical AC power: LPG Test method (B=Bubble tester M=manometer NT=Not
  MTested):

If NT this is why:

Your boat has been examined by the BSS Examiner above against the category of Checks relevant to the class of vessel
indicated above. The BSS Examination is a way of verifying that your boat meets your navigation or harbour authority’s minimum
safety Requirements. The Requirements help reduce the risks of fire starting & spreading, explosions, pollution and carbon
monoxide poisoning. Visit boatsafetyscheme.org for more information.

BSS Certification

Did the boat meet all the applicable minimum safety requirements?
Yes

If yes, the expiry date is 28/06/2027 
Was a warning notice issued? Was the examination terminated? No      No 
See examiner's comments for details, if 'Yes' is the answer in either field. 

The full details of any Checks that have not passed and why, are given in the examiner’s comments section which is attached if
relevant. Any Check item that is marked with an ‘R’ (Required) must be addressed in order for the boat to pass. 

If the boat complies with the Requirements, this document should be considered as a report of a BSS Certification. However, it is
the entry of this information on the central BSS database, and not this Examination report, that will be used by your boat licensing
authority to confirm that your boat met the mandatory BSS Requirements on the day.

 - to understand the scope of a BSS Examination and the natureA BSS Examination is not a full condition survey of a vessel
of the Examination Report, please read About the BSS Examination and BSS Examination Report. If your examiner has not
provided you a copy of that document, please ask for one, or view the information at
www.boatsafetyscheme.org/boat-examination/arranging-the-examination/about-the-bss-certificate
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 BSSER-463070/23           Examiner's comments linked to:  Livin' thingBoat Name:

 29/06/2023Examination Date:  Mark EdwardsExaminer:

Check Items marked as required (R) are linked to navigation authority requirements and must be
addressed in order for the boat to pass. 

Check Items marked (A) are advice. The boat owner bears the responsibility for the safety of the crew
concerning advice items. These will not prevent a boat passing. 

'Additional Observations' (AO) are linked to potential risks identified by the BSS Examiner that are
either not associated with any BSS Requirements, or may be identifying a future potential risk.

 

Check
Item

Check Item Details Further Details Of The Examiner’s Observations And
Findings
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About the BSS Examination Report

This document reports the findings of your boat’s BSS Examination which is to satisfy the question: ‘Does your boat meet all the
applicable navigation or harbour authority minimum safety requirements on the day it was carried out?’ The question has three
possible answers: 

 – In this event, the report can be considered a receipt-style certificate. It indicates that your boat met all the applicableYes
minimum requirements on the day of examination. You should take note of the expiry date in forward planning your next BSS
examination. 

It is the entry of this information on the central BSS database, and not the BSS Examination Report, that will be used by your boat
licensing body as evidence of your boat’s BSS certification status. Keep the certification information with the boat’s records and
pass it on if you sell the boat. 

 – All the information in the paragraph above applies; however the examiner foundYes, but some advice checks did not pass
advice check items that could not be passed (marked with an ‘A’). Although privately-owned boats do not have to comply with
advice checks to achieve BSS certification, each one represents best-safety practice and meeting them all is highly recommended.
Any listed in the report may be material to the vessel's insurance and the boat owner's duties under the law of occupier’s liability. 

 – Checks marked ‘R’ for ‘required’ have not passed and these items must be addressed to achieve BSS certification. Again asNo
above, addressing any issues linked to any checks marked ‘A’ included in the report are highly recommended. Full details of what
has failed, why and what must be achieved will be provided by your examiner. 

 – these are issued when the examiner has found, or has cause to suspect, that your boat presents a significantWarning notices
and immediate risk. You should arrange, or carry out, works to make the boat safe as soon as possible. The general nature of the
risk and any checks associated with Warning Notice will be identified by your examiner.

 

About the BSS Examination and its limitations

 the BSS Examination findings, and examination report, relate only to the facts observed at the time of the BSSPlease note:
Examination. It is not evidence of compliance with the navigation authorities’ requirements at any other time. 

 it is crucial to maintain the vessel in good condition in accordance with the safetyThe owner’s on-going responsibility:
requirements; and, any other licensing, registration or mooring conditions of the relevant navigation or harbour authority. The
validity of a BSS pass result may be affected and can be cancelled if the vessel is not properly maintained; and/or non-compliant
alterations are made; or if a hire boat or other type of non-private boat is examined against the ‘private boat’ category of BSS
checks. 

A BSS examination and examination report relates only to the relevant version of the BSS Examination Checking Procedures
published on boatsafetyscheme.org. Depending upon the nature of the specific check, the examination may be confined to items
that can be seen, reached or touched. 

A BSS examination is not a full condition survey, nor is it an indication that the vessel is fit for purpose. For example, it does not
cover the condition of the hull or deck, the integrity of through-hull fittings or the stability of the boat and it isn’t the same as having
your boat serviced and doesn’t check its general mechanical condition. 

 are strongly advised to satisfy themselves about all aspects of a vessel’s condition byProspective boat purchasers
commissioning a pre-purchase survey before committing themselves to becoming new owners. Some surveyors are also
authorised BSS Examiners and may be willing to carry out a BSS examination whilst surveying the craft if contracted so to do.

 

About the Scheme

Boat Safety Scheme (BSS) Limited is a public safety initiative run as a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee and registered
in England and Wales with company number 15501423. The BSS aim is to, through independent Examinations, verify that boats
comply with the navigation authorities’ minimum safety standards.

All BSS requirements, the Examination checks, including ‘advice’ checks, are published on www.boatsafetyscheme.org
You can also see more safety information on avoiding fire, electrical risks and carbon monoxide poisoning on boats. 

, please contact the BSS General Manager, c/oIf you have doubts as to whether the Examination Report is a valid record
National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port, South Pier Road, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, CH65 4FW or phone 0333 202 1000 or
email bss.enquiries@boatsafetyscheme.org


